
Bait and Switch?

This is what millions of people have been told after taking 
the World’s Smallest Political Quiz. All those who want 
significantly more liberty, both in the personal and economic 
spheres, are considered to be libertarian by this Nolan Chart 
definition of “libertarian.”

This is a great definition of “libertarian” for building a large 
political movement. 16% of Americans are libertarian by this 
definition according to a Rasmussen poll. This means that 
there are tens of millions of libertarians out there waiting to 
be identified! According to the Advocates web site, nearly 2 
million have already been identified.

With so many libertarians out there, the Libertarian Party 
should be a major party right now. But it isn’t.

Why?

Because internally, the Libertarian Party uses a very different 
definition of the word “libertarian.”

This is what many so-called libertarians find out after they get 
involved with the LP. The Libertarian Party defines the word 
“libertarian” according to its membership pledge:

“I certify that I do not believe in or advocate the initiation 
of force as a means of achieving political or social goals.”

By this definition anyone who advocates any taxation, or any 
eminent domain is not a libertarian. Someone who wants to 
“merely” legalize marijuana and cut the size of government in 
half does not qualify. Yet, we need such people to join us if we 
are to become a major party.

Indeed, to be in technical compliance with the Pledge one 
must advocate borderline anarchy starting right now. Calling 
for temporarily continuing some taxes to pay down the 
national debt or feed those already on Social Security is a 
violation of the Pledge–and the current LP Platform reflects 
this sentiment.

By this definition, very few people qualify as libertarians. Very 
few people are ready to risk currency collapse, mass starvation 
of the aged, or military conquest in order to comply with a 
single axiom. Non-initiation of force is an important moral 
value, but it is not the only value.

As long as the Libertarian Party adheres to this extremist 
definition of the word “libertarian,” we will remain a tiny 
fringe group, rather than a real political party.

It’s time to choose! Do we want to become a real 
political party? One that wins elections and shrinks 
government? If so, itôs time to ýx or drop the Mem-
bership Pledge. Itôs time to craft a platform that a 
large block of freedom lovers can get behind. Letôs 
make history in Portland, and turn the LP into a 
party to represent all libertariansðusing the Nolan 
Chart deýnition.

www.ReformTheLP.org
Paid for by Libertarian Reform PAC

Guess what? You’re a libertarian! No you're not! You're a socialist!
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